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Bay-Wise  Master 
Gardener  Update
	To:
	Bay-Wise Master Gardeners and Mike Ensor, Josue Lopez, Herb Reed, Steve Allgeier, Nancy Adamson, Harriett Tinker, Georgia Eacker, Neenah Hoppe, Ben Beale, Jim Marsh, Heather Buritsh, Jon Traunfeld

	From:
	Wanda MacLachlan

	Subject:
	Bay-Wise Update

	Date:
	July 10, 2006


Greetings
Summer is here and so is your Bay-Wise newsletter. This year marks the 10th year of the Bay-Wise Landscape Management Program here in Maryland. We have a special hands-on workshop on creating a rain garden in October to commemorate the anniversary. I hope many of you will be able to attend and help us celebrate. 

So far this year we have had one Bay-Wise Advanced Training in the spring. This fall portends to be a busy one. Several other counties are planning for advanced trainings this fall, in addition to the rain garden workshop. So before we go too far into the future, planning upcoming classes, let’s take a look back at our accomplishments since our last newsletter from fall, 2005. This e-newsletter covers the nine-month period from October 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006.
I know how busy you are so I’ll try to make this newsletter short and sweet.
Certified Landscapes

According to my records, seven new Bay-Wise Master Gardener landscapes have been certified since our last newsletter. 

Congratulations to Susan Steele in Anne Arundel County, Mary Elizabeth Spitler, Veronica Cristo and Kathleen Mickley in Calvert County, Janet McNeil of Harford County, Irene MacDonald in Howard County and  Ann Richards in St. Mary’s County for your recent landscape certifications.
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMS

Bay-Wise Advanced Trainings

Since our last newsletter we’ve only had one Bay-Wise Advanced Training, which took place on three Saturdays in March and April in Anne Arundel County. Fifteen Master Gardeners from Anne Arundel and Calvert Counties completed the thirteen and a half hour training. During the last class we all converged upon the waterfront home of Bay-Wise Master Gardener, Susan Steele, and took turns learning how to certify her landscape.
Congratulations to Veronica Cristo, Bernie Halloran, Kitty Lusby and Carla Porter from Calvert County and Susan Barbi, Harry DeLong, Carol Dowling, Judy Freeman, Judy Graham, Marilyn Kinkel, Dorothea Oliff, Jeanne Paglee, Valerie Pawlewicz, Susan Steele and Amy Svrjcek from Anne Arundel County for completing the course.

Five more Bay-Wise Advanced Trainings are planned for the fall. The trainings will take place in Baltimore City and Harford, Howard, St. Mary’s and Frederick Counties. See the chart below for the tentative dates and times. 

	Host County
	Dates
	Time
	Contact Person

	Harford
	9/9, 16, 23
	9:30 to 3:30
	htinker@umd.edu 

	Howard
	9/18, 25, 10/2
	9:30 to 12:30
	geacker@umd.edu

	St. Mary’s
	10/5, 12
	9:30 to 3:30
	Jmarsh1@umd.edu

	Baltimore
	10/7, 14, 28
	9:30 to 3:30
	Jlopez3@umd.edu

	Fred/Wash
	10/13, 17, 20
	9:30 to 3:30
	nadamson@umd.edu 


If you know of others in your county who might be interested in taking the training, please have them contact the county Master Gardener Coordinator listed to sign up. The fee is $20 for the course. You, as Bay-Wise Master Gardeners, are also welcome to attend for a refresher if space allows.
News From the Counties:
Anne Arundel
The Anne Arundel County Bay-Wise program has two new chairs, this year: Bob Bates and Susan Steele. Bob reports that he and Susan work with a group of about 20 active Bay-Wise Master Gardeners in their county. They have certified 13 landscapes since last October. Bob also reports: “We mailed in the spring a letter to 60 local Garden Clubs and Community Associations telling them about the Bay-Wise program and the availability of a speaker to present at their meetings.  This is our Outreach program.  We have given 6 presentations.  We give out literature and inform the public at local Farmers Markets.  We also conducted a training session for committee members and other Master Gardeners in the early spring.  We have run articles in the local newspapers advertising our Bay-Wise program.  We presently have a backlog of 31 potential yard visits that we are working on to get scheduled.” 
Calvert

Judy Kay, Calvert County Bay-Wise Chair is pleased to welcome the four new Bay-Wise Master Gardeners to their fold. One of them, a watershed planner for the county, Veronica Cristo, has already had her landscape certified.
Carroll
The Carroll County Bay-Wise program chair, Barbara Mooney says that the Carroll Bay-Wise Master Gardeners are gearing up to do some certifications this summer. Stay tuned for further developments.
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Frederick
Jim Gallion is stepping down as chair this year. But before he left he reported in January that DNR was planning to put their Bay-Wise promotional brochure in every “buffer in a bag” tree give-away goodie bag picked up by each participant in their tree planting program this year. DNR is expecting 100 to 150 participants this year. What great exposure! 
New Bay-Wise Master Gardener Chair, Elyse Phillips reports that they are currently working with a skeleton crew of four dedicated Master Gardeners. (They lost Jim & Teresa Gallion and Diane Lebherz this year.) Despite the small number of active Master Gardeners, they have certified six more client landscapes since October, 2005. These six landscapes include four Master Gardeners who have not yet taken the Bay-Wise Advanced Training. With luck, these four Master Gardeners will enroll in the upcoming Advanced Training this fall. 
Greater Baltimore

New Master Gardener Coordinator, Josué Lopéz is excited about getting a Bay-Wise Program started in the Greater Baltimore area.
Harford
Chair, Christine Marotta, reports their group of twelve active members has certified six private client landscapes, four Master Gardener landscapes and one Bay-Wise Master Gardener landscape since October.
The rest of her report follows: “On Saturday, March 25 the Harford County Master Gardeners presented a four hour "Spring Gardening Program" for the public.  I was one of four speakers and spoke on the topic "How to Make your Garden Bay-Wise".  The seminar was attended by 25 county residents.  It had a $15 fee.  All attendees expressed very positive comments on our program.  I received three requests to be Bay-Wise certified and have done two of them.  One person was from PA and out of our territory.  It was a great response and the MG's plan to have a similar program again next spring.
“Rainy weather has slowed Harford County's activities the past couple of months.  Four of our usual Master Gardener events were canceled by rain.  We have been active at the Bel Air Farmers' Market each Saturday since April.

I am very happy to report that we have recently Bay-Wise certified the Anita C. Leight Estuary Center in Harford County. This is a very active public learning center on the waterfront.  They have the Bay-Wise brochures available for the public.  We may give a Bay-Wise presentation as one of their public education programs later this year.  I was very pleased to get Shana Schoen, Estuary Manager's enthusiastic support for the University's Bay-Wise program. 

 

Our 2006 program is picking up momentum and the fall report will reflect our commitment to its success here in Harford County”.

Howard

Master Gardener Coordinator, Georgia Eacker shared with me the following information about their annual Bay-Wise Garden Tour. This year, they actually had two tours, “the first tour was arranged for a group of Howard County League of Women Voters, the second tour was for the community – the sites were different. It was gratifying to note that the tours reached 64 people – the contact list gives us some people for follow-up.” 

Chair, Holly McFarland reports their group of about 12 active members has certified five new landscapes in the past nine months. One of them was St John’s Episcopal Church in Ellicott City. The Bay-Wise Master Gardeners certified their large parcel of land in May 2006.
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Queen Anne’s

Peggy Hegwood, Master Gardener and Q. A. Co. Bay-Wise Chair, reports that Queen Anne’s and Talbot Counties have been working together for the past several years.
 
Talbot
Chair, Annie Ittu, reports their group of eighteen active members has certified six landscapes since October, 2005. Three of them were non-Bay-Wise Master Gardeners and the other three sites are described below:

” On April 5, 2006, the Carpenter Alley Reading Library at the St. Michaels Library’s extensive Bay-Wise garden was certified with a sign and Bay-Wise brochures for public handouts, and an article with a picture was in the Star Democrat.  This resulted in a full page article on Bay-Wise gardening principles with color photos of 2 Bay-Wise master gardeners.
”On May 3, 2006 the butterfly garden at the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge Area was certified with a sign and Bay-Wise brochures for the public left in the visitor’s center.

“On May 3, 2006 the herb garden at the Dorchester County Historical Society was certified and a sign was installed with Bay-Wise brochures at the site for the public.  This resulted in a picture and lengthy article in the Counties Historical Society newspaper”. 

Other events reported on during this timeframe include: “a.)  On 10/01/06 the Hidden Garden tour in St. Michaels visited many gardens among 2 of which belonged to  Master Gardeners.  350 people attended.

b.)  Carpenter Alley Reading Library held a fair in the late fall with a Bay-Wise booth and 150 people attended.

c.)  Carpenter Alley Reading Library had a guest speaker John Smith from Bartlett Trees who spoke to a group of 40 people on tree care in the Bay 100 area.  Feb. 11, 2006

d.)  Carpenter Alley Reading Library presented a program by Gene Slear of Environmental Concerns on Living Shorelines that reached 30 people on March 18, 2006.”
More Assorted Stuff

Rain Garden Workshop

Mark the date! Join other Master Gardeners from around the state to learn how to design, plant and maintain a rain garden in a one-day, hands-on workshop. Participants will learn how to and then actually plant a rain garden at the Chesapeake Ecology Center in Annapolis on Friday, October 27th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. After the workshop, participants will be able to design, plant and maintain a rain garden in their home county. We’ll also celebrate the Bay-Wise Landscape Management Program’s 10th Anniversary. Wear work clothes and bring your lunch for this workshop.
Registration information will be forthcoming.

New Bay-Wise Website
After many years of putting it off, I’ve finally done it. Yes, Virginia, (and Maryland) there is a Bay-Wise web page! www.baywise.umd.edu 
Since I am quite the webpage novice (that’s why I’ve been putting it off for so long) the site is rather primitive when compared to other sites. However, I think it does contain basic information about the program and its tenets. There is also a special page for you, Bay-Wise Master Gardeners, to order publications and display boards directly from my office.
Please take a look at it and give me your feedback. Also, if there is anyone out there that is proficient in cyberspace and would be willing to help out with improving and maintaining the pages, let me know.

Upcoming Conference

[image: image6.wmf]Mark your calendars for the Chesapeake Conservation Landscaping Council’s Fall Conference, "Turning a New Leaf."  The conference will take place in Bethesda,

Maryland on Friday, November 3, 2006.  CEU credits may be available.  Keynote speaker John Knott will address the art and economics of natural building.  Concurrent sessions will cover designing and planning communities; emerging profitability of green businesses; and "how-to" workshops focusing on techniques and practices.  Closing speaker Rich Pais will explore how to work with developers to preserve healthy environments.
The registration fee of $80 ($95 if postmarked after October 1) includes continental breakfast, sessions, lunch, exhibit floor, and an evening reception (with cash bar).
The full day's agenda and registration information will be available by August 1 at www.chesapeakelandscape.org.  For additional information, contact Carol Jelich (410) 634-2847 ext. 40 or Sylvan Kaufman, (410) 634-2847 ext. 24. Come learn about sustainable landscaping practices that benefit the health of the Bay and network with other Master Gardeners, homeowners and landscape professionals. 
Interested in Trees?
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The Maryland Urban and Community Forest Committee (MUCFC) is a volunteer group of citizens, professionals, and government officials united to protect and enhance Maryland's forest ecosystems. MUCFC is a sub-committee of the Maryland Association of Forest Conservancy District Boards. Every county in the state has a Forestry Board. The primary functions of the Committee are to 1.) promote and coordinate the Maryland Community PLANT award program that officially recognizes communities planting and caring for trees, and 2.) to administer Grants to schools and communities, through their local Forestry Boards, that promote planting and care of trees. If you are interested and would like more information about membership, please contact Steve Parker 410 313-7251 or Wanda MacLachlan 410-531-5973 or 301 596-9478.
Is Your Landscape Certified?

Are you among the few, the proud, the “certified?” Has your landscape been certified as Bay-Wise yet? If you answered “no” to these two questions, it is time to move into action. One of the successful indicators of the Bay-Wise Landscape Management Program is to have all Bay-Wise Master Gardeners’ landscapes certified as demonstration landscapes. So far there are 187 “demonstration landscapes” throughout the state. If your’s isn’t one of them, and you know who you are, contact your county’s Bay-Wise committee chair to set up an appointment. The process is easy & fun and one of the rewards is increased visibility in your neighborhood as an expert on ecologically sound landscaping.
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Contact Information

wtm@umd.edu
410-531-5973 or 301-596-9478

11975 Homewood Road

Ellicott City, MD  21042
Wanda MacLachlan
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